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*****.Bayou Teche is the dividing line. On its le  is the land of bayous, lakes, and swamps; on its right, the beautiful short-turfed prairies of Western
Louisiana. The Vermilion River divides the vast prairie into the countries of Attakapas on the east and Opelousas on the west. On its west bank, at its
head of navigation, lies the sorry little town of Vermilionville, near about which on the north and east the prairie rises and falls with a gentle swell,
from whose crests one may, as from the top of a wave, somewhat overlook the surrounding regions. Until a few years ago, stand on whichever one
you might, the prospect stretched away, fair and distant, in broad level or gently undulating expanses of crisp, compact turf, dotted at remote
intervals by farms, each with its low-roofed house nestled in a planted grove of oaks, or, o ener, Pride of China trees. Far and near [Pg 2] herds of
horses and cattle roamed at will over the plain. If for a moment, as you passed from one point of view to another, the eye was shut in, it was only
where in some lane you were walled in by fields of dense tall sugar-cane or cotton, or by huge green Chickasaw hedges, studded with their white-
petalled, golden-centred roses. Eastward the plain broke into slight ridges, which, by comparison with the general level, were called hills; while
toward the north it spread away in quieter swells, with more frequent fields and larger houses.
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